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Needtolearn faster?

My WCAG Course has code examples, videos, and workbooks.

* Coversversion 2.0 AA, 2.1 AA, and, 2.2 AA.
» Save 20+ hours in implementation

» Cateredto designers, developers, and teamroles

Needto learn evenfaster?

Hire me (Calendly) for consulting.
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Copyright
Published on September 1, 2024

Version 1.0 of Kris’s WCAG Checklist.

The latest, current version of this document can always be found at https://accessible.org/wcag and
supersedes any previous versions. If a newer version is available, use of previous versions should be
discontinued.

Kris’s WCAG Checklist is Copyright © 2021 - 2024 Accessible.org, LLC and Kris Rivenburgh. All rights
reserved. You may not copy, edit, change, update, rename, sell / resell, supplement, add to, bundle, white
label, private label, password protect, and/or take credit for this checklist in any way.

You may share this document so long as it remains completely free, does not require a membership or
subscription to access, and remains unedited, unaltered, unbundled, and in its original form.

Acceptable means of sharing include:

* Posting alink to social media
*  Posting alink on your website

* Uploading and linking to the original, unedited PDF on your website (e.g., yourwebsite.com/kris-
checklist.pdf)

*  Emailing a copy to your friend

No more than 24 words of this checklist may be copied, printed, republished, etc. in a magazine,
newspaper, blog, or website without permission in writing from the Author/Creator, Kris Rivenburgh.

Any quote or cite to content in this guide must be accompanied with an active hypertext link attribution to
https://accessible.org.

If you would like to tell friends, family, followers, reads, and well-wishers about this guide, you can also
share a link to https://accessible.org where they can download the latest version.

For information, please contact the author by email at kris@accessible.org or by mail at 770 Broadway
Street, Suite 104 #1126, San Antonio, Texas, 78209.

If you are aware of any copyright infringement, | would greatly appreciate you informing me of the person
or organization illegally infringing upon my copyrighted work.

Attribution

1) This checklistis not affiliated with the W3C. When written, this checklist, myself, my company
(Kris’s WCAG Checklist, Kris Rivenburgh, and Accessible.org, LLC) are not affiliated or
associated with W3C, WAI, WCAG, or any W3C initiatives in any way.
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2) WCAG is the Source of Material. The W3C and WAI gets all credit for any material ideas,
recommendations, guidelines, specifications, etc. in this checklist. All | have done is condensed,
rewritten, interpreted, and presented WCAG’s material information in an informal, less technical
manner.

Here is full attribution to W3C:

Copyright © 2017-2018 World Wide Web Consortium W3C® (MIT, ERCIM, Keio, Beihang). This software
or document includes material copied from or derived from WCAG 2.1 as well as the informal
Understanding WCAG 2.1 and Techniques for WCAG 2.0 documents. Source W3.org.

Copyright © 2024 World Wide Web Consortium. https://www.w3.org/copyright/document-license-2023/

Accessibility

PDF/UA and WCAG 2.0 AA standards were followed in the creation of this document.

If you have any difficulty accessing the contents of this document, contact me at kris@accessible.org and
I will ensure that you have full access to this checklist.

Disclaimer

By reading this document, you agree to release Author/Creator/Publisher, Kris Rivenburgh and
Accessible.org, LLC, from any and all liability resulting from your use of this document.

This checklist is an interpretation of WCAG 2 AA success criteria by one person. This will not fully convey
all information found in WCAG 2 AA. Moreover, this checklist may be inaccurate or misrepresentative of
the information contained in WCAG 2 AA.

By continuing to read this checklist, you understand that it will be incomplete and may be inaccurate. You
agree not to hold the Author/Creator/Publisher of this checklist (or any of his businesses/companies)
liable for any reliance upon this document.

You further agree to base your ultimate web accessibility decision-making on the original WCAG 2.1 AA
source document itself and not this checklist.

The material in this checklist is provided “as is” and without warranties of any kind express or implied.
The Author/Creator/Publisher disclaims all warranties, express or implied, including, but not limited to,
implied warranties of merchantability and fithess for a particular purpose. The Author/Creator/Publisher
does not warrant or make any representations regarding the use or the results of the use of the materials
in this checklist in terms of their correctness, accuracy, reliability, or otherwise.

Under no circumstances, including but not limited to, negligence, shall the Author/Creator/Publisher be
liable for any special or consequential damages that result from the use of, or the inability to use this
checklist. In no event shall the Author/Creator/Publisher’s total liability to you for all damages, losses,
and causes of action exceed the amount paid by you, if any, for this checklist. You agree to hold the
Author/Creator/Publisher and any connected principals, agents, or entities free from any and all liability
for all claims for all damages except for claims of gross negligence and intentional wrongdoing. Note that
applicable law may preclude the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of damages so these
may not apply to you.

3 accessible.org


https://www.w3.org/
http://www.csail.mit.edu/
http://www.ercim.org/
http://www.keio.ac.jp/
http://ev.buaa.edu.cn/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/Understanding/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG20-TECHS/
https://www.w3.org/
https://www.w3.org/
https://www.w3.org/copyright/document-license-2023/
mailto:kris@accessible.org
https://krisrivenburgh.com/
https://accessible.org/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/

You agree that any and all claims for gross negligence or intentional tort shall be settled solely by
confidential binding arbitration per the American Arbitration Association’s commercial arbitration rules. All
arbitration must occur in the municipality where the Author/Creator/Publisher’s principal place of
business is located, Dallas, Texas at the time of publication. Your claim cannot be aggregated with third
party claims. Arbitration fees and costs shall be split equally, and you are solely responsible for your own
attorney’s fees.

Your use of this checklist and engagement of any activities mentioned in this checklist means that you are
legally bound to these terms. You should always conduct your own due diligence engaging in activity that
potentially has large financial risks or expenditures.

No links to external third-parties constitutes an endorsement or recommendation of any kind. Keepin
mind that domains expire and pages are taken down so some links may no longer work (or may go to
unknown websites) when you access this checkilist.

If you have any questions or reservations about the legal terms, conditions, and/or copyright of this
checklist, contact me at kris@accessible.org.

As a condition to use of this document, you must agree to all terms herein prior to use of this document. By
continuing, you agree to all legal terms, disclaimers, copyright, and other conditions.
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In Memory of Graham

Graham was an unexpected hospice adoption. Originally the plan was for him to
be a foster but it was discovered that he was terminally ill with an expectation that
he only had 1-2 months to live. Graham amazingly lived 10 months despite
having stage 4 kidney disease, prostate cancer, severe arthritis, and other
ailments.

Graham had lived most of his life in a cage but he was determined as I've ever
seen any dog to have fun. He loved to rumble and wreak havoc. In the picture
above, he was caught reveling in a turned over box of clothes that were to be
donated.

Another time | caught him chewing on the dishwasher soap compartment for
absolutely no reason. There was also a towel that hung off a kitchen island rack
that he made of a tradition of yanking down to the ground, again with no reason
other than he felt like it.
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He destroyed some stuff but only in the cutest of ways and never my shoes or
clothes. | would have adopted Graham 10/10 times. He was one of the greatest
dogs with the best personalities; he really and truly just loved to live life and it was
written all over his face. | really do believe that’s how he ended up living so long
despite terminal illness and his age (he was a senior when adopted).

There are too many amazing senior dogs in shelters and rescues. One big plus to
adopting a senior — or a hospice senior — is you’re not signing up for a lifetime of
commitment but you know you’ll make that dog extremely happy and provide the
best last part of their life for them.
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What is WCAG?

The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) is a set of technical standards
to ensure that digital assets (e.g., websites, apps) are accessible to persons with
disabilities.

WCAG is authored by the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) under the W3C.

» Version 2.0 (2008). This classic version is a strong baseline in accessibility.

* Version 2.1(2018). Expanded the success criteria to address mobile
accessibility, cognitive and learning disabilities, and visual and auditory
needs.

* Version 2.2 (2023). Updated to include new criteria for addressing emerging
accessibility challenges and technologies.

* Conformance Levels: A, AA, AAA
Level AA is required for legal compliance across the world.

To be fully WCAG conformant, your digital asset must meet all success criteria
under a given version and conformance level.

« 2.0 AA. 38 success criteria.
« 2.1 AA.12 new criteria.
« 2.2 AA. 6 new criteria.

Each level is cumulative: 2.1 AA conformance will satisfy 2.0 AA.
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About This Checklist

This checklist has a brief summary of all 55 criteria across all WCAG versions.
To fully understand each criterion:

* Read the W3C source documentation
* Read my WCAG 2.1 AA Guide
» Watch my WCAG course

Think of my checklist as a cheatsheet you can study while cramming the night
before an exam. The cheatsheet will help you score points on the most important
concepts, but you might miss key specifics.

If there are any new accessibility guidelines, this document will be updated and
re-uploaded to accessible.org/wcag.
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WCAG 2.0: Alternatives

Non-Text Content (1.1.1)

Provide text alternatives for all non-text content (e.g., images, maps, art,
photos, infographics, graphs).

Developer, Content Editor

Audio-Only and Video-Only (Prerecorded) (1.2.1)

Provide text transcripts of audio-only or video-only content.

Content Editor

Captions (Prerecorded) (1.2.2)

For all pre-recorded videos with audio content, provide synchronized captions
that transcribe both dialogue and important sounds.

Content Editor

Audio Description or Media Alternative (Prerecorded) (1.2.3)

Provide a text transcript or audio description for prerecorded videos that conveys
visual information not available through audio.

Content Editor
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Captions (Live) (1.2.4)

Provide captions for formal, live video broadcasts.

Content Editor

Audio Description (Prerecorded) (1.2.5)
Provide audio descriptions for all prerecorded videos.

Content Editor
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WCAG 2.0: Presentation

Info and Relationships (1.3.1)

Ensure information, relationships, and structure conveyed through visual or audible
presentation are available programmatically or through text.

Developer, Content Editor

Meaningful Sequence (1.3.2)
Preserve the logical sequence of content in the code (programmatically).

Developer

Sensory Characteristics (1.3.3)

Write instructions that don't rely solely on shape, size, visual location, orientation, or
sound.

Content Editor

Use of Color (1.4.1)

Color is not the only visual way of conveying information.

Designer, Content Editor
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Audio Control (1.4.2)

Users must have a way to pause, stop, or mute any audio that automatically plays
for more than 3 seconds.

Developer

Contrast (Minimum) (1.4.3)

Text orimages of text should stand out against a background by meeting a
color contrast ratio of 4.5:1. For large text, the ratio is 3:1.

Designer

Resize Text (1.4.4)

All text can be resized up to 200% without negatively affecting the ability to read
content or use functions.

Designer

Images of Text (1.4.5)

Unless images of text are necessary for presentation, use actual text.

Designer, Content Editor
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WCAG 2.0: User Control

Keyboard (2.1.1)
All functionality must be operable by keyboard only.

Developer

No Keyboard Trap (2.1.2)

Users must be able to use a keyboard to navigate to and from all parts of a
website.

Developer

Timing Adjustable (2.2.1)

Let users extend, adjust, or disable time limits.

Developer

Pause, Stop, Hide (2.2.2)

Let users pause, stop, or hide any content that is moving, blinking, scrolling, or
auto-updating.

Designer, Developer, Content Editor
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Three Flashes or Below Threshold (2.3.1)

Nothing on a page flashes more than 3x persecond.

Designer, Content Editor

Bypass Blocks (2.4.1)

Provide a skip link or other means for users to bypass repetitive blocks of
content and skip directly to the main content.

Developer, Designer
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WCAG 2.0: Understandable

Page Titled (2.4.2)

Each page has a unique and descriptive title that lets the user know the topic
Or purpose.

Content Editor

Focus Order (2.4.3)

Users can tab through your website with a keyboard in a logical order that
preserves the meaning of the content.

Developer

Link Purpose (in Context) (2.4.4)

Users should know the purpose or destination of a link from the link text alone or
using the link’s context.

Content Editor

Multiple Ways (2.4.5)
Provide more than one way to find pages within your website.

Designer
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Headings and Labels (2.4.6)

Use headings and labels that are clear and descriptive of topic or purpose.

Content Editor

Focus Visible (2.4.7)

Interactive elements (e.g., links, buttons, form fields) must have a visible focus
indicator when they receive focus.

Developer, Designer

Language of Page (3.1.1)

Set adefault language in the code for each page.

Developer

Language of Parts (3.1.2)

When the language of a page changes, the new language should be set in the
code.

Content Editor
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WCAG 2.0: Predictability

On Focus (3.2.1)

When elements receive focus, no change of context occurs (e.g., form
automatically submits).

Developer, Designer

On Input (3.2.2)

User input doesn’t automatically trigger a change of context.

Developer

Consistent Navigation (3.2.3)
Repeated navigational elements are consistently placed in the same order.

Developer, Designer

Consistent Identification (3.2.4)

Elements with the same functionality should have consistent labels, names,
and text alternatives.

Developer, Designer

Error Identification (3.3.1)

When a user makes an automatically detectable input error, identify the error and
describe it in text.

Developer, Designer
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Labels or Instructions (3.3.2)

Labels and instructions should be clear and descriptive so that users know what
input is expected and how to interact with forms and other elements.

Developer, Designer

Error Suggestion (3.3.3)
Provide suggestions (e.g., expected format) on how to fix errors.

Developer

Error Prevention (Legal, Financial, Data) (3.3.4)

For pages that involve legal commitments or financial transactions, there is a way
to undo, correct, or confirm submissions.

Developer

Parsing (Obsolete and Removed) (4.1.1)

Make sure your code is free of errors (e.g., start and end tags are in place). This
criterion has been officially removed in WCAG 2.2.

Developer

Name, Role, Value (4.1.2)

For all user interface components (like forms, links, and script-generated
items), make sure their name, role, state, properties, and/or value can be
identified programmatically. Users should also be able to update the state and
value when applicable.

Developer
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WCAG2.1AA

2.1 AA includes all previous criteria plus the following criteria.

Orientation (1.3.4)
Content should display at any orientation (e.g., landscape, portrait).

Developer

Identify Input Purpose (1.3.5)

Indicate the purpose of form fields programmatically so they are easier to
complete.

Developer

Reflow (1.4.10)

Users must be able to increase the size of content up to 400% without needing
to scroll horizontally.

Designer

Non-Text Contrast (1.4.11)

All meaningful non-text content (e.g., icons) should have a minimum 3:1 color
contrast ratio against adjacent/background colors.

Designer
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Text Spacing (1.4.12)

Users can adjust the text spacing (e.g., line height, letter spacing, word spacing)
without causing a loss of content or functionality.

Designer, Developer

Content on Hover or Focus (1.4.13)

Users can keep or dismiss additional content that appears on hover or focus (e.g.,
tooltips, pop-ups, submenus).

Designer, Developer

Character Keyboard Shortcuts (2.1.4)

Users should be able to disable or remap keyboard shortcuts that involve a single
key press.

Developer

Pointer Gestures (2.5.1)

Users should be able to perform all actions with a single touch or tap on the screen.
Avoid requiring complex gestures that involve drawing paths or using multiple points
of contact.

Developer

Pointer Cancellation (2.5.2)

Users should be able to cancel or undo actions from accidental clicks or touches. For
any single-point interaction, ensure that the action either doesn’t start immediately, can
be canceled or undone, or can be reversed by releasing the point of contact.

Developer
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Label in Name (2.5.3)
Visual labels should align with programmatic labels.

Developer

Motion Actuation (2.5.4)

Actions triggered by motion, such as tilting or shaking, can also be performed using
other methods, like buttons or keyboard commands. Also, provide users the option
to turn off motion activation.

Developer

Status Messages (4.1.3)

Make status messages programmatically determinable so that assistive
technology users are alerted without losing focus.

Developer
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WCAG 2.2 AA

2.2 AA includes all previous criteria plus the following criteria.

Focus Not Obscured (Minimum) (2.4.11)

When an element receives focus, the focus / focused element is not entirely
hidden or blocked.

Designer

Dragging Movements (2.5.7)

For any function that requires dragging, provide an alternative that allows users
to accomplish the same task with a single-point action, such as a click or
touch. This success criterion is not concerned with keyboard navigability but,
rather, the ability for someone to use a single point to accomplish the same
ability to drag something.

Developer

Target Size (Minimum) (2.5.8)

Make the target size for interactive elements at least 24 by 24 CSS pixels.

Designer
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Consistent Help (3.2.6)

Whenever you have options for help (e.g., support link, contact information,
chatbot, etc.) that are repeated on multiple pages of your website, those options
should remain consistent and predictable in their order and placement on those
pages so users can easily locate help.

Designer, Developer

Redundant Entry (3.3.7)

Information that has already been entered by the user and is required again, in
the same session, is either auto-populated or selectable except when re-
entering the information is essential or previously entered information is no
longer valid.

Developer

Accessible Authentication (3.3.8)

Users should not need to log in by remembering a password or completing a
cognitive test unless one of these conditions is met: an alternative
authentication method is available, there is help for the cognitive test, the test
involves recognizing objects, or identifying user-provided non-text content.

Developer

24 accessible.org



Next Steps

WCAG Course
Would you like to save 20+ hours and learn WCAG from me?

My WCAG Course helps you master WCAG with:

* Video explanations of all success criteria
* Code examples
* Ready-to-use checklists

* Role-based accessibility workflows

ADA Compliance Course
Need to reduce your ADA lawsuit risk quickly?

My ADA Compliance Course shows you exactly which issues to fix first.

YouTube

My Want free accessibility and compliance knowledge? Visit @adabook on
YouTube for practical guides on audits, VPATs, WCAG, certification, training.

Accessible.org

Ready for expert help? Our audit and VPAT/ACR services offer transparent pricing
and fast turnaround. Visit Accessible.org to get started.
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